years. Alexander Wilson designed a vertical cylinder stand with foot-pedal in 1982, however it appears to have achieved little popularity.
The apparatus shown is described and illustrated in the 1911 catalogue of Claudius Ash, Sons & Co. Ltd, manufacturers of anaesthetic, dental and surgical apparatus. It is described as "Weller's Gas Cylinder Stand with reducing valve" and the example on the cover is stamped Weller and with the maker's name together with the number 12. Gas flow to fill the reservoir bag of the breathing system is controlled by the foot-pedal via a primitive reducing valve. The conical valve and valve seat is tensioned by an adjustable spring and lever system attached by means of a rod to the foot-pedal. Another example in the Geoffrey Kaye Museum includes a "quieter" on the gas outlet consisting of a brass sleeve packed with wool.
The identity of Weller remains a mystery. His name is applied to several items of anaesthesia apparatus, primarily related to dental practice. They include a regulator, horizontal dual cylinder stand, stopcock, and boilable masks.
The author would be grateful for information from any reader who is able to shed more light on Weller's identity.
ROD WESTHORPE

